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Barth On Revelation 


(Where “witness and instrument” comes from) 


Karl Barth writes to the effect that the Bible is not itself to be 
considered God’s past revelation. But the Bible speaking to us and heard 


by us attests to past revelation. Barth constantly uses the phrase, “the 


revelation attested in Scripture.” To “attest,” he says, is to point beyond 


to something else. In this idea of attestation Barth seems to confuse 
personal witnesses (such as Paul )—who of course do point away from them- 
selves to Something else—with the witness of the Bible. Now, while 
Paul may point to Something beyond himself, it is not necessary to 
conclude that the Scriptural doctrine of justification or of sanctification 
points “beyond.” If God gave Paul certain doctrinal information and 
if Paul wrote down this information accurately, then the words of God 
and the words of Paul would be identical. (Then the words of Paul 


would not “witness” to revelation, they would de revelation Ed.) 


—GORDON H. CLARK 














@ This copy of the Journal is devoted 
to the major issues of the day. From 
the important study of Biblical funda- 
mentals on p. 5 to the editorial shock- 
er on Communism (p. 10), matters of 
current and critical interest receive 


careful attention. We hope you will 
give them your careful attention, too. 


® Chief emphasis during this Centen- 
nial year has been Evangelism. A lit- 
tle (89 pp., shirt-pocket size) book has 
just been published by Fleming H. 
Revell, Co., which should help fill the 
void left by the absence of such helps 
as Wade C. Smith’s Testament for 
Fishers of Men. This one is called 
Best Texts for Soul Winners. Consist- 
ing mostly of Scripture, it was writ- 
ten by M. B. Williams and can be used 
either as a guide or as a gift. Price: 
$.50. 


@ The latest issue of The Star, a mag- 
azine published by the patients of the 
hospital at Carville, La., for sufferers 
of Hansen’s disease (Leprosy), con- 
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tains an article in which significant 
differences are pointed out between 
Hansen’s disease and the Biblical 
disease of Leprosy. It is the author’s 
contention that the two are not the 
same. He cites the fact that in the 
Bible changes of symptoms were ex. 
pected within a fortnight (Lev. 13), 
and that the disease was to be detected 
in the scar of a sore or a boil. These 
characteristics do not apply to Han. 
sen’s disease. The author of the ar. 
ticle believes that the Biblical disease 
was of the family of fungus infections, 


@ Mrs. D. E. Brainerd, of 1334 My. 
ron, Schenectady, N. Y., has devised 
a unique way to be of service. She 
designs and paints background scenes 
for use with flannelgraph Bible teach- 
ing. These scenes are then made 
available, free of charge, in the form 
of a pattern with full directions for 
coloring, on a loan basis. Mrs. Brain- 
erd receives literally thousands of re. 
quests from all over the world. Send 
a stamped, self-addressed envelope 
(business size) to her and receive a 
listing of the 70-odd patterns available. 


@ (Unless our Catechism Award 
Fund receives a transfusion, a few 
more awards like the following will 
drain it dry!) Congratulations and 
gift King James Version Bibles to 
the following, for perfectly reciting 
the Shorter Catechism: Iva Carolyn 
Thomas, Elizabeth Diane Arrington, 
Paula Sue Bohn, Elaine Q. Bohn and 
the Rev. Paul Bohn, all of the Melrose 
church, Princeton, W. Va. 
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JAPAN — Today we visited the 


Yodogawa Christian Hospital near 
Osaka. As I stooped to remove my 
shoes at the genkan, and slip my toes 
into slippers, my eyes lighted on the 
bronze plaque just above the front 
door: 


“Dedicated to the Glory of God 
and Salvation of man through the 
ministry of healing. Given by the 
Women of the Church, Presby- 
terian Church, US. March 8, 
1956.” 


I went to sit among those who were 
waiting for their call. The place 
happened to be right next to the ma- 
ternity ward with all that implied of 
human drama. 


A young mother came out holding 
her child tenderly in her arms. With- 
out a word she placed the bundle in 
the arms of her boyish husband. To- 
gether they sank upon a bench and 
in utter silence gazed lovingly at this 
wee miracle which was theirs. As 
they left, the father’s eyes looked in- 
to mine. We both-smiled. I thought, 
“We women helped to bring him safe- 
ly to you.” 


Another family came in like an 
army with banners to take the baby 
home. The proud Grandmother took 
the precious bundle from the mother 
and led the procession out. 


Then a rough and ready-mother-in- 
law came in with her son to get his 
wife and baby. You could tell that 
this hard working peasant had been 
used to ruling her family. The little 
mother came out, by-passed the moth- 
er-in-law, and placed the baby in his 
father’s arms. He, a day laborer, 
used to carrying heavy burdens, did not 
know what to do with this very light 
one. He sank ‘upon the bench as if 
he could not trust himself with this 
bit of wonder. As he gazed at his 





Disciples Open Union Door to ‘Any Group’ 





10,000,000 Audience 
Claimed by Telecast 


ST. LOUIS, Mo. (RNS)—“This is 
the Life,” a 30-minute filmed TV 
dramatic series produced by the 
Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod, en- 
tered its 10th anniversary year with 
an estimated 10,000,000 weekly view- 
ers over 300 stations, denominational 
headquarters announced here. 


When introduced in 1952 over six 
stations, “This is the Life” was a 
pioneer in the dramatic format for 
religious programs. It has been on 
the air perhaps longer than any other 
30-minute filmed dramatic series. 


The telecasts have received numer- 
ous awards contributing to the spir- 
itual welfare of communities. Donors 
have included the Freedoms Founda- 
tion, the National Safety Council, 
the General Federation of Women’s 
Clubs, and Billboard, a publication. 





son he was unmindful of the wordless 
struggle going on between his two 
women. For the first time in her 
married life the little daughter-in-law 
was defying the mother. Sparks flew 
between them for in the security of 
having borne a son, she automatically 
knew that her status as a person had 
been elevated . . . Where but in such 
a Christian hospital could that peasant 
girl have had such a wonderful start 
for her baby? 


These who come through these por- 
tals for healing of their bodies do not 
leave without something for their 
spiritual lives also. I just thought 
you women who made this hospital 
possible would want to know. 


—Mrs. Vernon Crawford 





If the words of the Bible are true 
when one person believes them, are 
they not just as true when another 
person refuses to believe them? And 
if the words are true, whether or not 
they are believed, why cannot we speak 
of verbal inspiration? — Gorpon H. 
CLARK. 
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KANSAS CITY, Mo. (RNS) — The 
annual assembly of the International 
Convention of Christian Churches 
(Disciples of Christ) voted almost 
unanimously here to enter conversa- 
tions directed toward a possible mer- 
ger with the United Church of Christ. 
An invitation for such talks had been 
issued by the biennial General Synod 
of the United Church at its meeting 
in Philadelphia, Pa., in July. 


While instructing its Council on 
Christian Unity to appoint a commis- 
sion to talk with United Church repre- 
sentatives, the Disciples assembly al- 
so told the Council to consider “con- 
versations with the proponents of any 
other sincere proposal that the Coun- 
cil feels should be discussed.”  Al- 
though this part of the resolution was 
not spelled out, it was taken to re- 
fer to Dr. Eugene Carson Blake’s pro- 
posal for a four-way Protestant mer- 
ger. 


The United Church has already 
said it would “respond affirmatively” 
if invited to participate in talks sug- 
gested by Dr. Blake, chief executive 
officer of the United Presbyterian 
Church, U. S. A. Besides the United 
Church and the United Presbyterian 
Church, other churches involved in Dr. 
Blake’s proposal are The Methodist 
Church and the Protestant Episcopal 
Church, 


Commenting on the Disciples ac- 
tion, Dr. George Beazley, executive 
secretary of the denomination’s Coun- 
cil on Christian Unity, said the reso- 
lution presents an open door to any 
group “seriously interested in union.” 
He indicated that informal overtures 
have been made by other groups. 


One of the leaders in the Church 
union movement, President J. Irwin 
Miller of the National Council of 
Churches, himself a layman in the 
Disciples Church, addressed the con- 
vention. He told the delegates they 
must be willing to give up the “sepa- 
rateness” of their denomination. 


Also pushing the merger was Dr. 
Leslie R. Smith of Lexington, Ky., 
newly-elected president of the con- 
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In his acceptance speech he 
predicted the denomination would be 
merged with the United Church of 


vention. 


Christ within this decade. He also 
praised the NCC and its concern for 
social issues. 


Delegates overwhelmingly defeat- 
ed a resolution aimed at censuring 
the NCC. Defending the NCC, Dr. 
Beazley said attempts to silence it 
are part of the efforts of certain 
groups to “gag the Church of the Liv- 
God on all but what they designate 
‘spiritual or ‘moral’ issues . . .” The 
executive of the denomination’s Coun- 
cil on Christian Unity said the Na- 
tional Council “does speak for its 
member Churches, but as a prophetic 
voice, not strictly a representative 
voice.” 


Episcopalians Please, 


DETROIT (RNS) — Dr. Eugene 
Carson Blake, whose proposal for a 
four-way Protestant merger was one 
of the big issues to come before the 
recent Episcopal General Convention 
in this city, said here that he is both 
pleased and disappointed with the ac- 
tions of the convention. 


The former president of the Na- 
tional Council of Churches, who was 
here to preach at a World Wide Com- 
munion service, expressed concern ov- 
er the Episcopalians’ resolution on the 
NCC. Delegates to the 60th trien- 
nial General Convention of the Protes- 
tant Episcopal Church supported the 
right of the NCC to speak out on so- 
cial political issues but they stressed 





Russian Greatly Influences Orthodox Message 


RHODES, Greece — The final mes- 
sage of the Pan-Orthodox Conference 
here was greatly influenced by del- 
egates from the Russian Orthodox 
Church — a body seeking admission 
to the World Council of Churches this 
year. 


Non-Orthodox observers reported 
that in order to demonstrate “the es- 
sential unity of the Orthodox com- 
munion” delegates smothered their 
differences in compromise. The final 
conference message said unanimous 
approval had been given to the list of 
theological and social subjects to be 
discussed at a forthcoming Pro-Synod 
and finally acted upon at the next 
Pan-Orthodox Ecumenical Council. 


Read in Greek and Russian in the 
Church of the Annunciation, where 
most of the conference sessions were 
held, the message said “we. consid- 
ered the conscientious responsibility 
of each Church toward the present 
day problems of our believers and of 
all humanity, and we assure everyone 
that Orthodoxy is fully conscious of 
its responsibility and duty toward 
these problems.” 


Conference observers said delegates 
from the non-Communist countries had 
felt themselves obliged to yield to 
pressure for a “more realistic” ap- 
proach to many day-to-day problems 
which had political implications. This, 
they said, explained why the confer- 
ence had agreed to demands by Rus- 
sia’s 38-year-old Archbishop Nicodim 
for certain items to be placed on the 
agenda of the forthcoming Pro-Synod. 





The intrusive role played by Arch- 
bishop Nicodim at the conference, ac- 
cording to all reports, produced an 
undisguised concern in many of the 
delegates from non-Communist coun- 
tries. 


The delegates were openly disturbed 
not only by the Russian’s agenda pro- 
posals, but by his suggestion that the 
conference call on all the Orthodox 
Churches to strengthen their ef- 
forts for peace. In making this sug- 
gestion he made special reference to 
“peace movements” which free world 
leaders have branded as Communist- 
inspired. 


“Tt is our duty,” the Russian repre- 
sentative declared, “to pursue the 
peaceful disappearance of the rem- 
nants of World War II which con- 
tinue to poison the world’s atmos- 
phere. It is our duty to pursue the 
agreement of a general and complete 
disarmament and thus the use of the 
atomic weapons will stop, as these 
conceal in themselves the threat to 
the existence of mankind. We should 
also press for free national self-de- 
termination for all countries which 
are under imperialistic regimes, so 
that an end may be put to the crim- 
inal manifestations of imperialism.” 





Original sin is in us like eur beard: 
we are shaved today and look clean; 
tomorrow our beard has grown again, 
nor does it cease growing while we 
remain on earth. — LUTHER, Modern 
Dictionary of Thoughts. 
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Disappoint Dr. Blake 


that the Council did not speak for 
them. 


The Episcopal convention also 
launched a study of the “structure, 
program, and finances’ of the NCC 
with special attention to the content 
of its pronouncements, educational 
literature, and reading lists. Its Joint 
Commission on Ecumenical Relations 
was instructed to review the method 
of choosing Episcopal representatives 
on the NCC’s General Board and the 
possibility of increasing lay participa- 
tion on the Board. 


Dr. Blake said he interpreted these 
actions to be the General Convention's 
way of making sure that “no foolish 
action or any possible vote of cen- 
sure could come up.” He said he 
felt the compromise to appease a mi- 
nority of the delegates was unneces. 
sary. 


“IT am impatient with some of the 
same thinking at our own (United 
Presbyterian) General Assembly,” Dr, 
Blake added. “Some of these people 
arrive at their decisions not on Chris- 
tian principles but on their own 
prejudices.” 


Discussing the Episcopal action on 
his merger proposal, Dr. Blake said 
this “gives hope and promise that 
many and fruitful results will come 
if the conversations are initiated.” 


Dr. Blake told his Detroit audience 
that all member Churches of the Pres- 
byterian World Alliance, as well as 
those of the NCC, have been invited 
to participate in the merger talks. 





Ford in Australia 


SYDNEY, Australia — Evangelist 
Leighton Ford, a Presbyterian, US 
minister and member of the Billy 
Graham team, has begun a three- 
month Australian crusade. He and 
Joe Blinco, another team member, will 
conduct meetings in more than 20 
cities in five states. Among the cities 
on Mr. Ford’s itinerary are Brisbane, 
Sydney and Melbourne. The crusade 
is scheduled to end Dec. 3. 





As the most beautiful light is born 
of darkness, so the faith that springs 
from conflict is often the strongest 
and best. — R. TURNBULL, Modern 
Dictionary of Thoughts. 
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How a wrong beginning with the Bible leads to a religion of uncertainty— 


‘Biblical’ Theology 


(Modern patterns of deviation from the Scriptures) 


In every generation the Church has 
had to contend with more or less ser- 
jous deviations in religion and with 
those responsible for them. Invariably, 
departures from the faith have oc- 
curred in the Church . . . most of the 
time in the name of orthodoxy. 


Today’s departures from the faith— 
in the name of orthodoxy — are many. 
However, the reasons why there are 
such departures are relatively few ... 
and invariably associated with some 
basic attitude toward the Bible or the 
Church. 


As a matter of fact, if you are look- 
ing for deviations today, you should 
turn in the direction of those talking 
loudest about “a new Biblical theol- 
ogy.” 


BIBLICAL THEOLOGY IS ‘NEW’ 


By “Biblical” theology today’s relig- 
ionist does not mean to say “Syste- 
matic” theology, or even “Bible study” 
in the sense most people think of Bi- 
ble study. 


The term “Biblical” theology is a 
description of the pattern which to- 
day’s deviation from classical Chris- 
tianity is taking. As we will see in a 
moment, it describes that approach to 
the Bible (and to religion) which 
seeks to discover not what the words 
of this or that Bible passage say, but 
rather what the passage means or 
should mean to mef Here is no in- 
terest in Scripture as written. Here 
is an interest in the “Word of God” 
which is alleged to be somewhere “in,” 
“around,” “behind” or “beyond” this 
Scripture. 


“Biblical” theology cares more 
about having an experience of religion 
than it does about explaining or un- 
derstanding the subject matter of re- 
ligion. As D. Campbell Wyckoff says 
in Theory and Design of Christian Ed- 





ucation (hailed as the last word on 
the subject), 


“Biblical theology tends to re- 
ject the interest and concern of 
systematics . . . Theology is being 
advised by such persons as Buber, 
Howe and Miller to take account 
of ‘the language of relationships,’ 
to recognize that the truths and 
realities with which it deals are 
not bound up or exhausted in 
words but rather consist of rela- 
tionships that may often be ex- 
perienced and expressed in non- 
verbal ways.” 


Informed practitioners of “Biblical” 
theology today look at the Bible in 
somewhat the way a fortune-teller 
looks at tea leaves. The fortune-teller 
isn’t as interested in the leaves as she 
is in what the leaves are saying. To 
one person the leaves may say one 
thing; to another person the same 
leaves may say another. But the 
“word” behind the leaves in the tea- 
cup is what counts. 


So, too, for some people today, the 
“Word” behind the Bible is the im- 
portant thing. They do not care to 
study the Bible itself. They care to 
study how to use the Bible that it 
may “speak to the contemporary situa- 
tion.” 


Now “Biblical” theology, after the 
modern manner, depends upon three 
basic ideas. These three ideas have 
been so circularized and popularized 
that they have almost been canonized 
as gospel. But these ideas are ground- 
ed in fallacies. They lead to deviations 
from classic Christianity because they 
are wrong. 


The influence of these three mistak- 
en notions can be detected in virtually 
every heresy. They are: 


1. Revelation is Event. 
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2. The Bible is Witness and Instru- 
ment. 


3. The Church is Mission. 


REVELATION IS EVENT 


Basic to all the other new ideas in 
theology is a notion intended to ex- 
plain how God communicates with 
men. It is very important to know 
just how God reveals Himself, of 
course, for everything in religion de- 
pends on what human beings learn of 
God. “Biblical” theology (rooted at 
this point more in Brunner than in 
Barth) argues that God discloses Him- 
self in mighty acts (note the present 
tense, for a part of this scheme is the 
thought that God continues to disclose 
Himself the way He always has). 


According to Psalm 19, “The heav- 
ens declare the glory of God and the 
firmament showeth His handiwork.” 
The modern theologian says that God 
is all the time doing things and every 
act is a revelation of Him. When we 
rightly interpret His acts they become 
revelations to us. 


For an illustration of the way this 
viewpoint affects Bible-study, look up 
the September Sunday School lesson 
which the Pioneers of the Presbyterian 
Church, US, have just finished in prep- 
aration for a complete Bible survey 
course. 


In the lesson for September 3, on 
Revelation, the author asks the teach- 
er to guide Pioneers to see that when 
they detect the hand of God in history 
they then “hear” His voice. For the 
student the author compares the events 
of the Bible with Valley Forge, Bunker 
Hill and other “unusual events in the 
history of many nations.” To both 
student and teacher the author says 
that there is no difference (from the 
standpoint of revelation) between 
God’s mighty acts in Hebrew history 
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and God’s mighty acts in American 
history, except that the Hebrews were 
the chosen people of God and they 
were aware of the hand of God in 
their history in a way that we are not 
today. 


This is to say that if we interpreted 
the hand of God in modern history, 
and wrote it down as the hand of God 
at work, we would have another “bi- 
ble,” useful for the spiritual guidance 
of men. For God does not speak, that 
men may hear, He just acts that men 
may see and judge (interpret). 


But the notion that “Revelation is 
Event” does not describe the Bible at 
all. 


The Golden Rule is not an event. 
Neither is the Sermon on the Mount 
an event. The Ten Commandments 
are not events. Nor is the angel’s 
word about Christ, “This same Jesus 
will come again,” an event. Paul’s, 
“T would not have you ignorant con- 
cerning those which are asleep” is not 
an event. Nor is his word to Tim- 
othy: “The Spirit speaketh express- 
Bi aucs 


Much of the Biblical revelation was 
given before the related events oc- 
curred and therefore cannot be an 
“interpretation” of mighty acts after 
they occurred. 


The promises to Abraham, Isaac and 
Jacob were made before the blessings 
were received. Abraham was told to 
get up and get out of his home land 
and the blessing would follow. The 
revelation concerning the Passover was 
given before the firstborn died that 
night in Egypt. Peter wrote of the 
prophets who spoke before of things 
that would happen later. Jesus’ words 
to the apostles on the occasion of the 
last Supper were. directed to what 
would happen, not to what had already 
happened. And John’s vision on Pat- 
mos was a revelation of the meaning 
of things, not of mighty acts. 


It seems almost incredible that in- 
telligent Christians should seriously 
consider any such view as that God has 
revealed Himself only in mighty acts. 


The only explanation for such a no- 
tion would seem to be the difficulty 
which some people experience in be- 
lieving that a personal God has actual- 
ly spoken to His people in a super- 
natural way. It also may reflect a 


desire to change some of the doctrines 
of the Bible by replacing them with 
more contemporary 


ideas allegedly 








based on later disclosures of God’s 
will. In any case, the effect is the 
same: the absolute authority of God’s 
revealed Word, the Bible, suffers. 


THE BIBLE IS WITNESS AND 
INSTRUMENT 


Another notion which follows nat- 
urally upon the view that Revelation 
is event, explains the Bible itself as a 
Witness to and an Instrument of Rev- 
elation. 


According to this view the Bible is 
a record of God’s mighty acts and of 
the interpretation which men have put 
upon God’s acts. Men saw the: hand 
of God in some great deed — men 
also witnessed God’s greatest self-dis- 
closure in the Person of Jesus Christ 
— they wrote of these great deeds and 
their writings constitute the Bible. The 
Bible thus tells about (witnesses to) 
and works for (is an instrument of) 
God. 


This view of the Bible is traceable 
to Karl Barth. A statement about it 
appears on the cover of this issue of 
the Journal. Its effect has been felt 
throughout the Church. 


The New Curriculum of the Presby- 
terian Church, US, is being built 
around this view of the Bible (Journal 
for March 29, 1961). Dr. Sara Little, 
in her book, The Role of the Bible in 
Contemporary Christian Education, as- 
sumes that there is no other acceptable 
view of the Scriptures; the “funda- 
mentalistic” view being outside the 
main stream of Protestant thought, in 
her opinion. 


This view separates Revelation it- 
self from the Bible, for, according to 
Barth, a witness cannot be one and 
the same thing as that’ to which he 
witnesses. 


By separating Revelation from the 
Bible, this view denies that the Bible 
is the Revelation of God although it 
may become a revelation of God to me 
if I read it carefully and prayerfully. 
And this view also denies that the 
Bible is the actual Word of God al- 
though it may become the Word of 
God to me (the phrase is: “the Bible 
contains the Word of God”) if I apply 
it to my needs as the Spirit leads me. 


Most important to the person having 
trouble with classic Christianity, of 
course, is the fact that this view solves 
the problem of the man who wishes 
to accept the Scriptures as “true”— 
when he thinks he cannot receive them 
as infallible. God, of course, cannot 
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make mistakes. Yet some people think 
the Bible is full of mistakes. At any 
rate, they want the freédom to in. 
terpret the Bible loosely or ignore parts 
of it when they think it necessary. So 
they separate Revelation from Scrip. 
ture, assigning infallibility to what 
God does (which makes it unnecessary 
to assign infallibility to the interpreta. 
tion which man places on what God 
does). Thus it is possible to have an 
infallible Revelation, but a very hv. 
man witness: the Bible. 


Obviously this view allows wide free- 
dom in the interpretation of the Bible, 
For the Scriptures are already second- 
hand before they get to the reader. 


Now it also becomes obvious why 
“Biblical” theology is more interested 
in religious experience than in religious 
knowledge. It is much more important 
to determine what the Bible would 
say to me as I read it than it is to de 
termine what the Bible actually says. 
For the “Word” of God is not the ac- 
tual content of the Scriptures, but is 
behind and beyond the Scriptures. 


THE CHURCH IS MISSION 


Today a valiant effort is being made 
to replace “The Church has missions” 
with “The Church is mission.” One 
runs into it at every turn: “The mis- 
sion of the Church may not be distin- 
guished from the essential nature of 
the Church. The Church itself IS 
mission!” 


Seldom in the history of human af- 
fairs has there been such a tempest 
over an “s.” Churchmen who couldn't 
care less about the difference between 
Arminian and Calvinistic theology 
(over Election and Predestination) 
stand ready to fight, bleed and die for 
the difference between “The Church 
has missions” and “The Church is mis- 
sion.” 


Why? Because theological consider- 
ations are important after all despite 
the protestations of those who deplore 
theological hairsplitting. It just de 
pends on whose hair is being split. 


Those who favor the left half of this 
particular split hair argue that an 
identification of the Church with her 
mission emphasizes the fact that the 
Church has a job to do. Very good. 
But if you want to emphasize the fact 
that the Church has a job to do, why 
not say, “The Church has a job to do!” 
Why say, “The Church is job”? 


(Cont. on p. 16, col. 3) 
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Theological cross-currents in the WCC— 


The World Council of Churches’ 
Faith and Order 


(Editor’s note — Following is only a 
portion of one article in a series by 
Dr. Murch currently appearing in 
“United Evangelical Action,” analyz- 
ing and evaluating the World Council 
of Churches, which will hold its third 
Assembly in New Delhi in November. 
Dr. Murch’s penetrating analysis 
would apply to modern theology gen- 
erally.) 


The matter of theological “interpre- 
tation” is of major importance as the 
World Council of Churches now moves 
to define the “nature of the unity we 
seek” and to develop an adequate “ecu- 
menical theology.” 


There are many shades of theologi- 
cal thought in the Council but they 
may all be encompassed by two radi- 
cally different views—evangelical and 
liberal. If unity is to be maintained 
the language of Council documents 
must be so phrased as to allow for 
two interpretations equally pleasing to 
both schools of thought. 


In order to accomplish this WCC 
leaders believe there must be a new 
orientation of authority — “starting 
point of conversation,” “foundation of 
collaboration.” Ecumenical theolo- 
gians think they have found this ori- 
entation in “the Living Christ” and 
a developing “Christology.” This the- 
ological device by-passes the Holy 
Scriptures as inspired and authorita- 
tive but utilizes selected words and 
phrases of Scripture in a new frame 
of reference. 


But not all the recorded words of 
Christ can be used in this technique. 
He said many things that are repug- 
nant to the liberal. In his recorded 
words He points backward to the val- 
idity of the Hebrew Scriptures and 
forward to the fuller revelation which 
was to be given to His apostles. The 


critical process by which the “right” 
words are selected is a dubious and 
devious one leaving the objective ob- 
server with the suspicion that they 
are primarily the words which serve the 
preconceived ideas of the ecumenical 
theologian. 


The “central life purpose” of Christ 
is sometimes held to be determinative, 
but who determines that? The real au- 
thority in the final analysis can only 
be “the Christian consciousness” of the 
selectors, which is synonymous with hu- 
man consensus. The results may be 
credited to “the guidance of the Holy 
Spirit” but the test of that is to be 
found in the uncensored Holy Scrip- 
tures which are the Holy Spirit speak- 
ing through holy men. 


In this “condition of low visibility” 
which surrounds the theological foun- 
dations of the new ecumenical move- 
ment, evangelicals must perforce ex- 
amine every word and phrase of the 
Council’s pronouncements and call for 
interpretations in terms of Bible truth. 
They must ask: What “God”? What 
“Bible”? What “Son of God”? What 
“cross”? What “atonement”? What 
“resurrection”? What “ascension”? 
What “communion”? What “bap- 
tism”? What “second advent”? What 
“judgment”? What “Kingdom”? What 
“Church”? 


No greater time of danger has come 
upon the Christian Church than the 
present. When men who call them- 
selves Christian resort to theological 
double-talk to achieve Christian union, 
then faith cannot be distinguished from 
doubt by the language it uses or the 
confession it makes. This does not 
mean that the quest for ecumenicity 
should be abandoned. It simply means 
that a new and thoroughly evangelical 
approach must be discovered to achieve 


JAMES DEFOREST MURCH 


our common hope. It is unfortunate 
that in this hazy situation suspicion 
and mistrust must inevitably rise until 
convincing assurances are given. 


Extensive study projects are being 
promoted within the Commission on 
Faith and Order and the Division of 
Studies dealing with faith, order, wor- 
ship, with relevant social, cultural, po- 
litical, racial and other factors which 
have a bearing on the unity of the 
Church. Conferences on the “nature 
of the unity we seek” are being held in 
many places. 


One of the most significant of the 
latter was the United States Faith and 
Order Conference in Oberlin (1957), 
directed by Dr. Paul Minear, now the 
head of the World Council’s Faith and 
Order Commission. A complete report 
may be found in a volume, The Na- 
ture of the Unity We Seek. Evangeli- 
cals should closely examine this report. 
Of the twelve sections at Oberlin prob- 
ably the most significant is that on 
“Doctrinal Consensus and Conflict.” 
In this area three special subjects are 
discussed: the nature of the Church, 
its ministry, its sacraments; the nature 
of the authority and inspiration of the 
Bible; and the nature of the unity we 
seek. Evangelicals appreciate the ap- 
parent frankness with which the Con- 
ference faced the fact that honest, in- 
tellectual agreement in these areas 
must precede any unity worthy of the 
name Christian. 


An Ecumenical Church waits upon 
common doctrinal beliefs as a basis for 
“a common faith” and “a common wit- 
ness.” The irreducible minimum of 
such belief, as previously stated, must 
at least involve common basic com 
cepts of God and Man, the Bible, 
Christ, Salvation, and the Church. 
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The Oberlin report fails to resolve 
these crucial issues. As an example, 
take the Protestant principle of the 
authority of Holy Scriptures. The re- 
port speaks of “the centrality of the 
Biblical revelation in Christian doc- 
trine . . . both as the record of the 
mighty acts of God and the source of 
intelligible truths expressed in inspired 
words, whereby the message of salva- 
tion car be spelled out.” Does this mean 
we are to take the Bible and the Bible 
alone as the rule of faith and prac- 
tice? The report goes on to say that 
the “witness of Holy Scripture” must 
be “confirmed and interpreted by the 
witness of the Holy Spirit in the 
Church, as the sine qua non of au- 
thentic Christian doctrine.” Does this 
qualify the idea that divinely revealed 
truths of Holy Scripture in themselves 
constitute authoritative Christian doc- 
trine? Does it open the gate for 
the idea that there is a “living voice” 
in the “ecumenical church” which can 
determine by majority vote what is 
“the voice of God”? 


The encouraging thing about Oberlin 
was that theologians and ecclesiastical 
leaders of such diverse views could sit 
down together and confer in good spirit 
about so many matters of common 
concern. The_ disconcerting thing 
about it was the fact that all the 
theologians could make the same af- 
firmation of faith and yet hold to 
meanings and interpretations which 
are poles apart. They could swear al- 
legiance to “the living Christ” which 
was at least two totally different Per- 
sons in theological concept. Some of 
these men, by Bible standards, are be- 
lievers who cannot accept the histori- 
cal Christ and His teachings yet they 
proclaim their submission to the “Lord- 
ship of the Living Christ.” How can 
this be? 


These men and others like them 
from Churches around the world are 
the leaders of thought who are en- 
gaged in framing a new “ecumenical 
theology.” It must satisfy all schools 
of theology encompassed by the Coun- 





‘Using’ vs. ‘Learning’ the Bible 


The most notable direct result of 
the new mood in “Biblical” theology 
is the total ignorance of the Bible 
which characterizes many of those of 
this generation who have attended Sun- 
day Schools faithfully all their lives. 


(For a good demonstration of just 
how ignorant the young people are, 
try keeping score on the fine Bible 
“quizzes” that the Pioneers using the 
Pioneer Bible Studies of the Presbyte- 
rian Church, US, are taking this quar- 
ter, Oct. - Dec.) 


The emphasis today is not on learn- 
ing the Bible but on using the Bible. 
It is an emphasis which results from 
the reduced respect for the text of 
the Bible which “Biblical” theology 
encourages. 


Since revelation consists of God’s 
acts rather than God’s Words; and 
since the Bible is only a witness to 
those acts rather than the Word of 
God spoken (according to this view) 
there is much less reason for studying 
the Bible to see what it says and vir- 
tually no reason at all for respecting 
the text so much that you would mem- 
orize it. 


The question of the hour now is, 
“How can the Bible be used that it 
might speak to me?” 


And the argument that won the 
day was: “Nobody becomes a Chris- 
tian just by learning words and _ sto- 
ries!” So Sunday Schools the world 
over stopped learning words and sto- 
ries. 


As a result you may today witness 
the incredible spectacle of a teenager 
fervently declaiming, “We must pat- 
tern our daily lives according to the 
example of the Good Samaritan,” who 
couldn’t render an accurate version of 
the story of the Good Samaritan if 
her life depended on it. 


And multitudes who profess to be 
Christians cannot recite the Golden 
Text of the Gospel, John 3:16. 


Fortunately, a slight change in the 
swing of the pendulum may lately be 
detected. Here and there a bold in- 
novator opines: “Bible memorization 
has its place in Christian Education.” 
But this latest fad has not caught on 
yet. Check for yourself. How much 
memorizing are your young people 
doing? 
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cil. Walter M. Horton, in his book 
Christian Theology: An Ecumenical 
Approach, sets forth six theological 
positions represented in the ecumeni- 
cal movement: (1) Catholic, (2) Con. 
servative Protestant, (3) Liberal Prot- 
estant, (4) Radical Protestant, (5) 
Neo-Orthodox, and (6) Anglican. He 
then proceeds to seek a synthesis which 
will be acceptable to all shades of 
thought. 


Never was cooperation with compro. 
mise of essential truth more charm- 
ingly set forth. Is this the way the new 
theology will be produced? Dr. Nils 
Ehrenstrom seems to think so. He 
says that the Study Division of the 
Council must “rethink” the Christian 
faith and teach Christendom to “think 
ecumenically.” It must help the 
Churches “reconsider their scale of pri- 
orities” and redeploy their forces. It 
must “cross-fertilize” Christendom s0 
that it will have “one mind in Christ” 
which Dr. Ehrenstrom confuses with 
the “ecumenical mind.” 


It is too early to speak with any 
finality on what the nature of the new 
“ecumenical theology” will be. Many 
evangelicals have grave fears about it 
for several reasons: (1) “One Church 
for one world” is the primary motive 
and aim of the undertaking; (2) the 
Holy Scriptures are not recognized as 
authoritative and determinative; (3) 
too many ecumenical theologians are 
given to discursive and sophistical rea- 
soning; (4) there is a disconcerting 
lack of known evangelical theologians 
employed in the explanatory studies. 


Evangelicals are facing with in- 
creasing trepidation the question: Will 
theological trends within the Council 
inevitably produce in the name of ecu- 
menicity a new form of Christianity 
completely foreign to the apostolic pat- 
tern revealed in the Holy Scriptures? 
If Christianity cannot be truly Chris- 
tian, it cannot be Christianity. 


* * « * 


Dr. Murch, formerly Associate Edi- 
tor of “Christianity Today” and before 
that the Editor of “United Evangelical 
Action,” is now engaged in lecturing 
and writing. 





To say that revelation is an event 
only is illogical. How does Moses (or 
a theologian today) get from a dumb, 
unintelligible event, to an articulate 
theological belief? — If God has not 
spoken, we have nothing to preach. — 
GorDON H. CLARK. 
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THE BELK BROTHERS CoO. 
Since 1886 


Since the opening of our first Belk-Simpson store, 
our endeavor has been to be more than just 
another merchant. We have set forth a united 
consecrated effort, dedicated to the task of securing 
superior quality merchandise, giving our customers 
a better value than any other merchant. In follow- 
ing Mr. William Henry Belk’s philosophy of mer- 
chandising, we continue to offer honest dealing 
with friendly service. 


In doing this we seek— 


TO GIVE prompt courteous service, treating our 
customers as you would a guest in your home. 


TO GIVE the best selection of merchandise from 
top quality fashions to basement bargains. 


TO GIVE satisfaction guaranteed with every 
purchase. 


TO GIVE credit terms arranged to meet your 
budget in stores doing credit. 


Belk-Simpson Department Stores 





an integral part of the South 
since 1923 


BELK-SIMPSON stores are ready to serve you in 
the finest Southern tradition of quality, courtesy 
and honest dealings. 


for the finest in FM radio stay tuned to W MIT 








SOUTH CAROLINA 


Belk-Simpson Co. 

Greenville, 8. C. 

J. A. Ellison, Resident Mgr. 
Belk-Simpson-Piaza Store 
Greenville, 8. C. 

A. M. Smith, Resident Mgr. 
The Dollar Store 

Greenville, S. C. 

R. P. Crumpler, Resident Mgr. 
Belk’s Department Store 
Lancaster, be 

B. L. Plyler, Resident Mgr. 
Belk’s t Store 
Camden, 

J. A. th, Resident Mgr. 
Belk’s Department Store 
Clinton, 8. C. 

D. B. Smith, Resident Mgr. 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Darlington, 8. C. 

J. H. Lyles, Resident Mgr. 
Belk’s Department Store 
Laurens, 8. C. 

J. T. Holmes, Resident Mgr. 
Belk-Simpson Co. 

Abbeville, S. C. 

J. S. Hagins, Resident Mgr. 
Belk-Hagins Co. 

Kershaw, 8. C. 

Cc. E. Hinson, Resident Mgr. 
Efird’s Dept. Store 
Clinton, 8. C. 

W. L. Hubbard, Mgr. 


Belk-Simpson Co. 

Fountain Inn, 8. C. 

E. J. Copeland, Resident Mgr. 
Belk-Simpson Co. 

Woodruff, S. C. 

F. B. Hagins, Resident Mgr. 
Belk-Simpson Co. 

Honea Path, S. C. 

T. R. Martin, Resident Mgr. 
Belk-Simpson Co. 

Whitmire, 8S. C. 

R. Grier Robinson, Resident Mgr. 
Belk-Simpson Co. 

Manning, 8. C. 

W. M. Gettys, Resident Mgr. 


NORTH CAROLINA 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Hendersonville, N. 
R. E. McCormick, Resident Mgr. 


me Oa oe ga Store 
J. E. Smith, Resident Mgr. 


KENTUCKY 
Belk-Simpson Co. 
Har K 


lan, Ky. 
Delmar Tolliver, Resident Mgr. 
Belk-Simpson Co. 


Corbin, Ky. 
Ww. C. Ashiey, Resident Mgr. 
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DITORIALS 


Do You Know Communism 


.»» When You See It? 


The Dallas General Assembly, right- 
ly deploring irresponsible charges of 
Communist influence in the Churches, 
adopted a “put up or shut up” resolu- 
tion, in effect telling those worried 
about alien ideologies to come forward 
with the evidence. 


That’s fair enough. 


A sample of alien ideology, of the 
kind which directly aids and abets the 
Communist enterprise, appears in two 
long quotes featured approvingly on 
the cover and inside the September 18 
Presbyterian Outlook. They are from 
a new book, God and the Rich Society, 
by D. L. Munby, a British economist 
who is also Vice-Chairman of the 
World Council of Churches depart- 
ment of Church and Society. (Oxford 
Press). 


The subject is economics — material 
wealth. The quotes call for “a more 
equal society” to replace the “inequal- 
ities of income and capital” in our 
present society. They mention that 
“we have gone a long way in the past 
thirty years” toward “breaking down 
barriers to community within the high- 
ly developed Western societies” but 
not enough in the face of the “reality 
of this world revolution, which repre- 
sents man’s refusal to accept the pres- 
ent state of affairs.” 


These quotes speak of “new ho- 
rizons” on which “the common man 
has the chance to enjoy the fruits of 
the earth, as formerly only the rich 
and leisured could.” They declare that 
modern times “inexorably draw men 
together in unity and equality.” There 
are forces associated with “civiliza- 
tion” which have a leveling influence 
— both “leveling down” and “leveling 
up.” These forces are “too strong 
for those who rather feebly try to 
resist them.” Because there are some 
who seek to preserve the status quo 
in the face of the inevitable leveling 
process (which cannot be resisted) 
there is created “untold harm in bit- 
terness, sectionalism and unnecessary 


conflicts.” 


We became so intrigued with the ob- 
ject of the Outlook’s enthusiasm that 
we ordered a copy of the book and 
read it for ourselves. (We review all 
books sent to us — but publishers 
don’t send out review copies of books 
like that to magazines like the Jour- 


nal). It is even worse than we ex- 
pected. 
The words “God” and “Christian” 


are liberally sprinkled throughout the 
text. But they mean very little. The 
basic theme is economic “equality.” 
Dr. Munby confesses that he personal- 
ly favors a much greater degree of 
equality than exists even in the most 
Socialistic of the Western European 
nations. 


He writes: “By and large all forms 
of capital are less fairly distributed 
than are incomes . . . If we believe 
in equality it is clear that we should 
try to spread ownership of capital as 
well as income ... This requires a 
massive redistribution of capital from 
the few who are rich to the many.” 


Recognizing that he now lives in an 
economy which still has a “private 
sector” the author believes that the 
best practical tool to achieve “equal- 
ity” is the income tax. After boasting 
that “We, in Britain” can teach the 
rest of the world something about 
respect for workers and “a fair taxa- 
tion of the rich,” he goes on to say, 
“The powerful force of the income tax 
should be used to lower the higher 
incomes and create a more equal so- 
ciety.” 


Mr. Munby does not believe that in 
an equal society there is any justifica- 
tion for differences in income based on 
any standard of “fairness” or “merit.” 
Better no difference of income so that 
no man can find in his income a source 
of pride. 


He not only believes that a na- 
tion’s economics but also a nation’s 
culture should be determined by 


the state, which must take over re- 
sponsibility for “cultural amenities” in 
some form or another. 
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He also contends: 


@ Economic progress demands some 
control over labor even to forcing some 
workers to change their occupations 
against their will. 


@ “Class structures” 
nomic progress. 


hamper eco. 


®@® As cities grow, capitalistic sectors 

grow, resulting in the development of 
a pushing, resourceful entreprenuriaj 
class, which is not a pleasant sight. 
With the entrepreneur come many in- 
equalities of income and wealth which 
may take generations to eliminate. 


@ Karl Marx’s estimate of the situa. 
tion was faulty, for he did not dis- 
tinguish between avarice and ambition, 
However, it is on account of Marx 
that we are today taking the common 
man seriously. It is probably impos- 
sible to have an absolutely equal distri- 
bution of income. We must recog- 
nize that some incentive in monetary 
terms stirs us to do our best. 


@ (By means of careful circumlocv- 
tions) China represents a more free, 
democratic society than India. God 
is at work in society: stronger evidence 
of this may be found in countries like 
Russia and China than in countries 
like South Africa. The achievements 
of Stalin demolished the myth that eco- 
nomic progress depends on freedom 
and democracy. 





We would request readers of the 
Journal to be on the lookout for re 
views of this book and to send us copies 
of such as come to their attention. 
Meanwhile, we would suggest to the 
WCC to get another vice-chairman. 
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Have Your Youth 
Started the ‘Waltz’? 


Have your young people started 
singing the Lord’s Prayer to the tune 
of “Waltzing Matilda?” If not better 
keep an ear cocked in the direction 
of the Fellowship meeting room be- 
cause they have been told to try it. 
Words and music appear on the back 
of the current (Oct.-Dec.) issue of 
“Thy Will My Will,” devotional book- 
let published by the Presbyterian, US, 
Board of Education for 6 denomina- 
tions. 


An “interpretation” copied from the 
source of this whimsical liturgical ven- 
ture — the Faith and Life Community 
at the University of Texas — appears 
on the inside back cover. 


We have had occasion before to men- 
tion the Austin Faith and Life “experi- 
ment” (“Theological Beatniks,”—still 
available in reprint — Jan. 30, 1960; 
“Which Way ... The Modern Campus 
Ministry?” Feb. 8, 1961, etc). It rep- 
resents, in our opinion, a spirit-dead- 
ening influence which is more po- 
tentially damaging to the Church than 
any other alien influence today. 


Radical religious existentialism, no 
small part of which can be traced to 
the Austin Faith and Life Community, 
is having a field day in the youth work 
of the Church. 


The theory back of this particular 
sample is: The song, “Waltzing Ma- 
tilda” (from the motion picture “on 
The Beach”) is associated in the minds 
of the people with a submarine slowly 
sinking off the coast of Australia. 
Therefore, “When the Lord’s Prayer 
is sung to ‘Waltzing Matilda’ the con- 
gregation is caught up in the full 
awareness of our need for deliverance 
from death into life.” 


Says the interpretation in typical 
beatnik style: “We visualize the sub- 
marine coming forth from the life 
which is death unto death — the radia- 
tion infested atmosphere — wherein 
is offered the possibility of Life, and 
then sinking into the water of death 
with its living persons.” (This, for 
Senior Highs, on the Lord’s Prayer!) 


The theory is faulty, if for no oth- 
er reason than because it suggests that 
one cannot enter into an experience 
of the Lord’s Prayer until he has seen 
“On The Beach.” To put it another 
way, Christian liturgy is here said to 
derive meaning from a secular motion 


(Cont. on p. 17, col. 1) 


A Layman And His Church 


Dr. L. Nelson Bell 





THREEFOLD SURRENDER 


Discipleship is a matter of total 
surrender. The cost of discipleship 
is sometimes confused with the free 
gift of salvation but the latter is the 
operation of God’s grace while the 
former is a surrender of our total 
selves to Christ who would freely in- 
dwell His own. 


This threefold surrender involves 
the heart, the mind and the will. 


The heart represents the seat of 
our emotions. It is with the heart 
that we love God and share in fellow- 
ship with Him. The Bible tells us: 
“The heart is deceitful above all 
things, and desperately wicked: who 
can know it.” Little wonder that a 
surrender of the heart is a necessary 
part of our faith in Christ. 


This focus of human emotions is a 
constant source of trouble and only 
Christ can change it for His own 
glory. Solomon warns: “Keep thy 
heart with all diligence; for out of it 
are the issues of life.” 


The Apostle Paul speaks of the 
heart: “For with the heart man be- 
lieveth unto righteousness; and with 
the mouth confession is made unto 
salvation.” 


Surrendering the heart is an emo- 
tional experience but a glorious one. 
It may occur in the quiet solitude of 
the night. Or, it may be a blinding 
confrontation with the living Christ 
such as Paul had on the Damascus 
road. 


The second area of surrender is that 
of the mind. And as at all other points 
here too we find Satan resisting. Hu- 
man pride demands the right to choose 
for self. The mind is the seat of the 
intellect. With it we reason, think, 
form opinions, arrive at conclusions, 
and also experience faith. 


But the mind seems at war with 
faith, in fact faith seems so foolish 
and anti-intellectual. Paul tells us: 
“Because the carnal mind is enmity 
against God: for it is not subject to 
the law of God, neither indeed can be.” 
It is natural to reserve our intellectual 


processes for our own and not sur- 
render them to Christ. 


Paul, writing to the Christians in 
Rome, pled with them: “And be not 
conformed to this world: but be ye 
transformed by the renewing of your 
mind, that ye may prove what is that 
good, and acceptable, and perfect will 
of God.” 


It is the transformed mind which 
God gives us after surrender to Him; 
transformed so that truth is now recog- 
nized and worldly wisdom is relegated 
into its proper niche. It is surrender 
of the mind which makes possible its 
transformation so that it is tuned to 
a new wave length, receiving clearly 
messages which up to that time have 
been mere foolishness. 


But God is not satisfied with a sur- 
rendered heart and mind alone. He 
also demands a surrendered will. 


It is with the will that we make 
the decisions to act. It is by the will 
that we say “Yes” to the claims of 
Christ. It is by the will that Chris- 
tian living becomes a valid proof of 
the living Christ within us. 


Where God’s sovereign grace ends 
and man’s free agency begins is a the- 
ological mystery. This we know, ev- 
ery phase of surrender is a work of 
God’s grace by the Holy Spirit. And 
we also know that man can reject God 
and in so doing will to do without Him. 


This threefold surrender is so inti- 
mately linked together that it defies 
separation. We hear the Gospel and 
the heart is touched. The mind con- 
victs of sin and we realize we are sin- 
ners in need of a Saviour. Then our 
wills respond and we say, “I will,” to 
Christ and the transition from death 
to life becomes a reality — we are 
new creatures in Christ. 


All of which points to the necessity 
of the threefold surrender. It is not 
enough to give intellectual assent to 
the truths of the Gospel. The devils 
believe and tremble. It is not enough 
to go on an emotional binge thinking 


(Cont. on p. 17, col. 3) 
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By REV. WICK BROOMALL, A.M., Th.M. 


I, LESSON INTRODUCTION. 


Our lesson today deals with two passages of Scripture that seem 
- to be, on the surface, quite different. One of these passages is from 
the lips of our blessed Lord; the other is from the inspired pen 
of the beloved Apostle Paul. Our Lord deals with the judgment 
that will take place when He returns in glory; Paul deals with 
the duty and obligation resting upon every Christian now in his 
Basically, therefore, 
the two passages agree in that they show us our duty to manifest 


mutual relationship with other Christians. 


and give proof of our inner Christian faith. 


II. SOME SPECIAL PROBLEMS IN MATTHEW 
25:31-46. 


This section of Scripture is a part of a larger dis- 
course (Matt. 24—25) that deals with the second com- 
ing of Christ and its accompanying events. Matthew 
25 sets forth the ten virgins (vv. 1-12), the talents (vv. 
14-30), and the judgment (vv. 31-46). Our lesson 
deals specifically with the judgment. ‘There are cer- 
tain problems here, however, that must receive some 
individual attention. 


1. When and what is this judgment? The follow- 
ing factors are pertinent here: 


a. This judgment is definitely connected with the 
second coming of Christ (v. 31). It is the universal 
testimony of Scripture that there will be a judgment 
at Christ’s return in glory (Matt. 16:27; 19:28; 26:64; 
John 5:27-29; If Thess. 1:7f; Jude 14; Rev. 1:7). 


b. This judgment will involve all mankind. That 
Christ is speaking here about all mankind is proved 
conclusively by the fact that “all nations” (neuter) 
is defined as “them” (masculine) in v. 32. If He had 
been speaking of the nations as such and not mankind, 
the “them” would have been neuter in order to agree 
with “nations.” There is here no justification for the 
claim that Christ is here teaching a judgment of na- 
tions. He is teaching the judgment of men. 


2. Is this judgment the same as the one described 
in Rev. 20:11-15? The similarities between the two 
indicate that they are the same: 


a. The judgment is placed at the second coming in 
both passages (Matt. 25:31; Rev. 20:11; 21:1). This 
is where God’s Word uniformly places the judgment 
(II Tim. 4:1). 


b. _The judgment involves all mankind in both 
passages (Matt. 25:31; Rev. 20:12-15). Not one shall 


escape this judgment (see Rom. 14:10; II Cor. 5:10; 


Il Tim. 4:1). 


c. The judgment is on the basis of works (what 
men have done) in both passages (Matt. 25:35-46; 
Rev. 20:12f). This is the uniform teaching of Scrip- 
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Lesson for November 5, 1961 
GROWTH IN CHRISTIAN CONCERN 


Bible Material: Matthew 25:31-46; Ga- 
latians 6:1-6 


Devotional Reading: Luke 10:25-37 


Memory Selection: Galatians 6:2 





ture (I Cor. 3:13ff; II Cor. 11:5; I Tim. 4:14; Heb. 
6:10; I Pet. 1:17; 2:12: Rev. 2:23; 14:18; 22:12). 


d. The judgment results in two eternal destinies 
in both passages (Matt. 25:34,41,46; Rev. 20:14f). 
This eternal separation of the saved from the lost is 
the consistent teaching of the Bible (Matt. 3:12; 13: 
40-43,49f; 24:31,51; Luke 16:19-31; Rom. 2:4-16; II 
Thess. 1:5-10). 


e. Christ is the judge in both passages (Matt. 25: 
31; Rev. 20:11; see 4:2-10; 5:1-14; 22:12). The Bible 
clearly teaches that Christ is to be the judge (Dan. 7: 
9-13; Matt. 16:27; John 5:21-29; Acts 17:31). 


3. Who are the “my brethren” (v. 40)? A strange 
teaching of Dispensationalism makes “my brethren” 
refer to the half-converted Jewish remnant during 
a Great Tribulation that is placed between the Rap- 
ture and the Revelation in dispensational teaching. 
That such a view concerning “my brethren” is er- 
roneous is proved by these facts: 


a. Christ consistently calls His own disciples His 
“brethren” (Matt. 12:48f; 23:8; 28:10; John 20:17), 
but never once does He speak of the unbelieving Jews 
as His “brethren” (note John 8:44). 


b. There are not three classes here — sheep, goats, 
brethren (as Dispensationalists claim; see Scofield Ref- 
erence Bible on Matt. 25:32). It is quite obvious 
that there are only two groups — sheep and goats (see 
John 10:9-16,26-29). The sheep are true Christians; 
the goats are unbelievers. And the “my brethren” 
undoubtedly belong to the sheep. Compare Acts 9:5, 
where Christ identifies Himself with His people (see 
also Matt. 10:42). 


4. Are we saved by works? This passage and another 
one in Luke (16:19-31) would seem, on the surface, 
to teach that men are saved on the basis of their good 
works (feeding the hungry, visiting the sick, etc.). But 
this cannot be the case for the following reasons: 


a. The Bible clearly teaches that men are saved 
on the basis of faith — not on the basis of their works 
(Acts 10:43; 13:39; Rom. 3:28; Gal. 3:21f; Eph. 2: 
8-10) . 





ru Ve 





b. The passages in Matthew (25:31-46) and 
Luke (16:1951) are dealing with the manifestation 
of faith in action. A faith that does not give evidence 
of its reality by good works is dead (James 2:14-26) . 
The New Testament teaches throughout that believers 
must evidence their faith by their changed lives (Tit. 
3:8,14; I Pet. 2:12; I John $:17f). 


Il]. THE MAIN TRUTHS IN MATTHEW 25: 
31-46. 


One may study this section of Scripture repeatedly 
and yet never exhaust its full meaning: 


1. The present life is a period of probation. Surely 
this passage teaches that our lives must be centered 
in our Lord. We serve Him as we serve those who 
are His “brethren” (v. 40). A cup of cold water given 
to one who belongs to Christ is an evidence of our 
real faith now and a prophecy of our full reward here- 
after (Matt. 10:42). There is no salvation either in 
works devoid of saving faith (Matt. 7:22) or in dead 
faith devoid of real works (James 2:14-25; I John 3: 
17f) . 


2. An eternal separation between the saved and the 
lost will take place. As indicated above, there are 
only two groups before God — the sheep and the 
goats. The sheep represent the saved; the goats stand 
for the lost. These groups—the saved and the lost — 
are the only classes of people that the Bible speaks of. 
The saved person is one who puts his trust in Jesus 
Christ alone (John 3:15.36; 5:24); the lost person is 
one who rejects Jesus Christ as his Saviour and Lord 
(II Thess. 1:6-9). The passage we are now consider- 
ing (Matt. 25:31-46) definitely affirms that the saved 
inherit a kingdom prepared for them from eternity 
(v. 34); whereas, on the other side, the lost must go 
away “into the eternal fire prepared for the devil and 
his angels” (v. 41, American Version) . 


The eternity of hell is taught just as plainly as the 
eternity of heaven. This is a doctrine that we need 
to emphasize repeatedly in a time like ours today 
when men are teaching and preaching the error of 
universalism, that is, that all men will eventually be 
saved. 


IV. “BEAR YE ONE ANOTHER’S BURDENS” 
(Gal. 6:1-6). 


This section of Scripture belongs to the section of 
the Letter to the Galatians in which Paul gives definite 
instructions for Christian life and growth: 


1. The sinning brother (v. 1). The “even if” 
(American Version) seems to indicate that the con- 
dition here mentioned is considered as an unusual 
thing. The “overtaken” probably suggests that the 
sinning brother was taken by surprise in his sin. The 
word translated “fault” (paraptoma, meaning “trans- 
gression”) is used only once elsewhere (Matt. 6:15) 
of the believer’s sin; it usually designates the sins of 
unregenerate men (Rom. 5:15-20; Eph. 2:1,5; Col. 2: 
13). Compare I John 2:If. 


2. The spiritual brother (v. 1). There are three 
things to be noted here: 


a. The designation — “spiritual.” Paul recognized 


that some believers are “spiritual” in contrast to others 
who are “carnal” or “fleshly” (I Cor. 2:15; 3:1; 14:37). 


b. The duty — “restore.” This word means “to 
render something fit, sound, complete.” It is used 
in Matt. 4:21 of “mending” nets. 


c. The danger — “considering thyself, lest thou al- 
so be tempted.” There is no man, no matter what his 
spiritual attainment might be, who does not need to 
take these words very seriously (see I Cor. 7:5; 10:12; 
James 3:lff) . 


3. The selfish brother (v. 2). Some are so absorbed 
in their burdens that they forget the burdens of other 
Christians. Helping another brother with his burdens 
is a means of our “fulfilling the law of Christ” (sec 
John 15:12; I Cor. 9:21; James 2:8; I John 4:20f) . 


4. The conceited brother (v. 3). Montgomery's 
translation reads thus: “If a man fancies himself to 
be somebody when he is really nobody he is deceiving 
himself.” Spiritual pride is one of the most subtle 
temptations invented by the Devil; no man is beyond 
the reach of this temptation (see Rom. 12:3; I Cor. 8: 
2; II Pet. 2:18f). 


5. The immature or untested brother (v. 4). There 
is always need for spiritual examination in our lives 
as Christians so that our faith and works may rest 
on a solid foundation of a vital and personal experi- 
ence of God’s grace in our hearts (see Ps. 26.2; 139: 
23f; 1 Cor. 11:28; Il Cor. 13:5; I Thess. 2:4). 


6. The teaching brother and the taught brother 
(v. 6). This verse is better rendered thus: “Let the 
one who is being taught the Word share in all things 
with the one who teaches.” This is a regulation that 
covers the financial or material relationship between 
the teacher and his students. Paul is here supporting 
the principle of tuition. The teacher who teaches the 
Word has a right to receive material support from 
those whom he teaches. The words “taught” and 
“teacheth” are present participles of katecheo, a word 
that basically means “to teach orally” (as in Luke 
1:4). It is the word from which we derive our “cate- 
chize” and “catechism.” It should be noted that Paul’s 
principle of support is limited to those who are teach- 
ing the Word, that is, the Word of God. Those who 
teach error have no right to expect God’s people to 
support them (see II Pet. 2:12-22). 
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Youth Program 


By REV. B. HOYT EVANS 


FOR NOVEMBER 5, 1961: TWO PROTESTANT PIONEERS IN AMERICA — 


FRANCIS MAKEMIE AND THEODORE FRELINGHUYSEN 


Scripture—Romans 10:8-17 

Suggested Hymns— 
“Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing” 
“I Love to Tell the Story” 


“Crown Him with Many Crowns” 


PROGRAM LEADER’S INTRODUCTION: The 
Reformation which began in Europe has borne some 
of its finest fruit in America. This is especially true 
with respect to the spiritual descendants of John Cal- 
vin and John Knox. In the seventeenth and eighteenth 
centuries, people of the Reformed faith on the conti- 
nent of Europe and in the British Isles suffered persecu- 
tion because of their faith. When there was not out- 
right persecution they often experienced severe re- 
strictions. The discovery of the New World opened a 
doorway of hope and opportunity to those who were 
seeking freedom of conviction and worship. Great 
numbers of Reformed Christians migrated to America 


MEMO: 

To Deacons, Elders, 
Pastors and Others 
Working on Budgets 
For 1962— 





The Journal 


Every Family Plan 
PAYS OFF 





You will send 52 issues of The 
Presbyterian Journal into every 
home of the congregation for just 
$2 per family. 


It Will Be the Best Investment 
You Ever Made! 


Make sure this nominal cost is 
included in the 1962 budget of 
your congregation. 





with high hopes, but the establishment of religious 
freedom was not to be a simple matter. North America 
was colonized very largely by the British. This was 
the same British government which made life miser- 
able for the Presbyterians in the British Isles. The 
Church of England became the established (that is, 
official) Church in most of the American colonies, 
and other Protestants (mainly Presbyterians) found 
themselves laboring under the same restrictions they 
had known in the old country. This situation was not 
fully and finally remedied until the government of 
the United States was established following the Ameri- 
can Revolution. 


In this program we want to consider two of America’s 
Protestant pioneers. . . two men who worked with 
dedication and effectiveness during the difficult early 
years to lay a strong foundation for Presbyterianism 
in America. 


FIRST SPEAKER: Francis Makemie (pronounced 
Ma-kem’-ie) is known as the father of American Pres- 
byterianism. This is because he led the establishment 
of the first presbytery in America (the first permanent 
expression of organized Presbyterianism). There is 
some evidence that there were other Presbyterian min- 
isters who labored here before he did. Their work was 
not as systematic and did not take the form of perma 
nent organization as Makemie’s did, so to him goes the 
distinction of fathering the American Presbyterian 
Church. 


Born in 1658 near Donegal, Ireland, Makemie re- 
ceived his education for the ministry at the University 
of Glasgow in Scotland. He was ordained in 1682 by 
Laggan Presbytery in Ireland as a missionary to Amer- 
ica. He went first to the Isle of Barbados, and then 
came on to America in 1684, settling in Maryland. Here 
he organized a church at a place called Snow Hill. In 
the years that immediately followed he preached at a 
number of points along the eastern shore of Maryland 
and established other churches. One of the greatest 
problems was an inadequate supply of ministers so, in 
1703-04 he went to London and secured two additional 
ministers as helpers. 


Presbyterian immigration was on the increase. espe- 
cially among the Scotch-Irish, and many new congrega 
tions were being established. Makemie had the fore 
sight to see that growing Presbyterianism needed a body 
of organization. In 1706 he and five other ministers met 
in Philadelphia and organized the first American Pres 
bytery. Quite appropriately, Makemie was its modera- 
tor. 
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During the years of Makemie’s ministry in America, 
Maryland was added to the list of colonies in which the 
Church of England was the established Church. This 
development led to increased difficulty and opposition 
to the Presbyterians. An example of this opposition is 
found in an experience which Makemie and an asso- 
ciate had in New York. While there on a trip to New 
England, he was invited to preach in a Dutch church. 
On orders from the British Governor he was arrested 
and imprisoned for several weeks until a trial could be 
arranged. At the trial it was found that Makemie had 
official permission to preach, so he was declared “not 
guilty” but was required to pay court costs of 83 
pounds. This is a fair sample of the injustices and 
indignities heaped upon ministers who were not of the 
established Church during the colonial era. 


Following his visit to New England, Makemie re- 
turned to Virginia and died there in 1708. He lived 
only fifty years, but his work remains as an enduring 
monument to his dedication and vision ...the great 
Presbyterian Church in America. 


SECOND SPEAKER: Theodore Frelinghuysen (pro- 
nounced Free-ling-hi-zen) was not himself a Presbyter- 
ian, but he exerted a tremendous influence on the Pres- 
byterian Church in America. The son of a Reformed 
minister in Europe, he was born in 1691 near the 
border between Germany and the Netherlands. He was 
educated and ordained to the ministry in Holland. In 
1719 he accepted a call to America to become pastor of 
four rural Dutch Reformed Churches in New Jersey’s 
Raritan Valley. These churches were orthodox and 
prosperous, but lacking in evangelical warmth. Freling- 





huysen’s preaching re rs the need for a vital, 
personal experience with Jesus Christ. This evangelical 
preaching offended some of his members, and they 
sought to have him removed from his pastorates for be- 
ing unorthodox. He was tried and acquitted by the 
court of the Reformed Church. After this, he returned 
to his churches and continued preaching enthusiastic, 
evangelistic sermons. 


Frelinghuysen’s influence was not confined to the 
little valley in New Jersey. There grew, partly from his 
evangelistic emphasis, the movement which is known 
as the Great Awakening of the eighteenth century. 
This was genuine spiritual revival, the influence of 
which was felt all over America. 


A New Jersey neighbor of Frelinghuysen’s was a 
young Presbyterian minister named Gilbert Tennant. 
Tennant was greatly influenced by his evangelical 
friend, and he in turn became the heart and soul of the 
Great Awakening in the Presbyterian churches. This 
revival left permanent marks on American Presbyter- 
ianism. It determined that the Presbyterian Church in 
America would be one which emphasized evangelism. 
Prior to the Awakening, all Presbyterian ministers were 
trained in European universities. Out of the Awaken- 
ing came American colleges and universities for the 
training of ministers. In an important sense the evan- 
gelistic character of the Presbyterian Church in Amer- 
ica and many of its educational institutions can be 
traced to the influence of a great Protestant pioneer. . . 
Theodore Frelinghuysen. 


Closing Prayer 












‘63 THEME, OBJECTIVES 
ANNOUNCED FOR YOUTH 


STAUNTON, Va. — Presbyterian, 
US, young people will have “Called 
as Many — Commissioned as One” 
for their 1963 theme. The choice was 
announced following a meeting of the 
Assembly’s Youth Council at Mary 
Baldwin College here. Selected as 
the theme hymn for that year was 
“Lord, We Thank Thee for Our 
Brothers.” 





It was decided that some of the 
1962 financial objectives will be con- 
tinued in 1963. These World Coun- 
cil of Churches projects include a 
program to combat drug addiction in 
New York’s Harlem section; establish- 
ment of a youth center in Leopold- 
ville, capital of the Congo; and as- 
sistance to Christian youth work in 
India and Sicily. Called the Second 
Mile Sharing project, the 1962 ob- 
jective also includes $500 from the 
Presbyterian, US, youth for “youth 
leadership training” in East Germany 


THE CHURCH AT HOME 


and $250 for high school youth work 
in Hong Kong. 


Officers named include: 
Bruce Douglas of Aberdeen, South 
Dakota (student at William and 
Mary), Westminster Fellowship pres- 
ident; Cath Ward of Kingstree, South 
Carolina (student at Coker College), 
WF stated clerk; Mac Watson, Or- 
lando, Fla., Senior High Fellowship 
president; and John Stansel, III, Ga- 
lax, Va., SHF stated clerk. For the 
first time this year, no officers were 
named for the Assembly’s Youth 
Council as a whole. 











Robert 


Both high school and college groups 
devoted most of their meeting time to 
a study of the Covenant Life Cur- 
riculum, led by Dr. Rachel Hender- 
lite, director of curriculum develop- 
ment. 


(Editor’s note — We will let “Jour- 
nal” readers know as soon as we hear 
from AYC as to how that money will 
be spent in East Germany.) 
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STILLMAN ENROLLMENT 
IS LARGEST IN HISTORY 


TUSCALOOSA, Ala. — Stillman 
College opened the academic year with 
a record enrollment of 491 and a 
record freshman class of 158. Stu- 
dents are registered from 19 states 
and from three foreign countries, 
Ghana, the Congo and Panama. 





There are eight new faculty mem- 
bers at the college this semester. They 
are: Dr. Bessie Gladding, English; Dr. 
Arvella Payne, business; Rufus Grant, 
biology; Mrs. R. A. Lewis, history; 
A. O. Lively, music; Lt. Col. C. A. 
Payne, chemistry; Mrs. C. C. Turner, 
English; and Mrs. Joyce Mary Berg- 
man, history. 





CAUTION ON B.0.C.0. 


ATLANTA, Ga. — Stated Clerk 
James A. Millard, Jr., has issued a re- 
minder that the interim (paperback) 
edition of the Book of Church Order 
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does not include the 1959 amendment 
concerning divorce and remarriage. 
The text of the amendment can be 
found on page 70 of the 1959 minutes 
of the Presbyterian, US, General As- 
sembly, and copies are available from 
the stated clerk’s office. 





15 STUDENTS ATTEND 
LAY THEOLOGY SCHOOL 


MONTREAT, N. C. — Fifteen bar- 
bers and beauticians met here to dis- 
cuss the implications of the Chris- 
tian faith in their vocations in what 
is thought to be the first laymen’s 
meeting of its type. The school of 
theology for persons from one pro- 
fession was sponsored by the Presby- 
terian, US, Board of Women’s Work 
and the division of men’s work of the 
Board of Christian Education. This 
was one of three pilot schools planned 
by the Church to provide an oppor- 
tunity for depth study in the Chris- 
tian doctrine of man. 


As an opener the group listened to 
parts of the recorded dialogue from 
Arthur Miller’s “Death of a Sales- 
man.” From this they turned to a 
study of Genesis. “It was a wonder- 
ful beginning,” said Mrs. Bernice 
Crowe, a Baptist from Morehead City, 
N. C. “I’m thrilled to be here with 
others in my profession to consider 
what being a Christian means in my 
daily work.” 


Leaders of the school’s 10-member 
staff were Dr. Balmer Kelly of Union 
Seminary, Richmond, and Dr. Sara 
Little of the Presbyterian School of 
Christian Education. (See “Using vs. 
Learning the Bible,” p. 8.) 





JOIN QUEENS FACULTY 


CHARLOTTE, N. C. — Dr. Her- 
bert E. Babb, former head of the 
psychology department, has been 
named dean of Queens College, and 
five new faculty appointments have 
been announced. Joining the Bible 
department are Dr. Elizabeth G. 
Wright, who has a Ph.D. degree from 
Yale and who has been executive di- 
rector of the National Council on Re- 
ligion in Higher Education, and Miss 
Mary Faith Carson, the second wom- 
an to receive the B.D. degree from 
Union Seminary, Richmond. Other 
additions are: Dr. John C. Otts, edu- 
cation; Dr. Russell P. Norman, psy- 
chology; and James H. Lovell, Jr., 
English. 


a 





WINCHESTER PRESBYTERY 
COMBINES FALL RALLIES 


WINCHESTER, Va. — Fall rallies 
of all organizations in Winchester 
Presbytery were combined here into 
“Winchester Presbytery Day.” The 
Sunday afternoon and evening pro- 
gram was held at Shennandoah Col- 
lege. 


Juniors, Pioneers and Senior Highs 
held their respective meetings sep- 
arately while adults were participat- 
ing in interest groups covering a wide 
range of subjects. Upon adjournment 
of these groups, time was allotted for 
organizational meetings of the Presby- 
tery’s Women of the Church, Men of 
the Church and young adults. Speak- 
er at the evening meeting was Dr. 
Wallace Alston, moderator of the 
Presbyterian Church in the US. 





SCHREINER HITS PEAK 


KERRVILLE, Texas Prelimi- 
nary registration figures for Schreiner 
Institute reveal an enrollment of 377, 
20 more than were registered last year 
and a record for the school. There 
are 200 college students and 177 in 
the high school grades. 





COMMISSIONERS NAMED 


HINTON, W. Va. — Commission- 
ers to the 1962 General Assembly were 
elected at the fall meeting of Green- 
brier Presbytery at First hurch here. 
The principals are: T..D. Mullis and 
F. E. Manning, ministers; and M. A. 
Shanklin and J. E. Pritchard, ruling 
elders. The Rev. P. Dean Boyer was 
elected moderator, and the Rev. S, M. 
McMurray is moderator-nominee for 
the winter meeting at Mill Creek 
church. _ The Rev. William 0. Smith 
was -named to a two-year term as 
permanent clerk. 


It was announced that the new of- 
ficers of the Men of the Presbytery 
are: Clarence Murphy of Phillipi, 
president; Murrill C. Coleman of Mar- 
linton, vice-president; and Clyde 
Skidmore of Elkins, secretary-treas- 
urer. 





PROFESSOR INSTALLED 


LOUISVILLE, Ky. Louisville 
Seminary opened its 109th academic 
year with a service at which Dr. Ken- 
neth G. Phifer was installed as profes- 
sor of homiletics. ‘This year’s senior 
class will have the distinction of be- 
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ing the last to graduate from the 
campus at 109 East Broadway, in 
downtown Louisville. The’ new cam- 
pus will be ready for occupancy in 
January, 1963. Three apartment 
buildings for married couples are ex. 
pected to be in use by September, 
1962. 





THEOLOGY—from p. 6 


“Mission,” we are told, “is that 
which gathers up into itself all pro- 
jects and missions; it is the overall 
task of the Church — the great pur- 
pose for which God created the Church 
and sends it forth into the world!” 
(A. J. Gowland). 


But to identify the Church with the 
task of the Church seems more con- 
fusing than edifying. “Church” means 
“the called ones.” “The Church is 
mission” therefore means, “The called 
ones is mission.” That is about as 
enlightening as saying “Women is mar- 
riage.” 


Moreover the Apostle Paul suggest- 
ed that there are various missions — 
for there are various ministries — 
though one Body. 


To come to the point: the phrase, 
“The Church is mission” is just an- 
other sample of the subjective and ex- 
istential approach to religion of which 
“Revelation is Event,” and “The Bi- 
ble is Witness and Instrument” are 
a part. 


You will notice that this language 
displays a special fondness for the 
present tense. One does not hear, 
“God revealed Himself” (past tense). 
That would suggest an objective truth, 


a thing over and done with. Instead 
one hears, “God reveals Himself” 
(present tense). That is more ex- 
istential. 


“The Church has a mission” implies 
an objective relationship, both between 
God and His Church and between those 
who are of the Church and those who 
are not. To say “The Church is mis- 
sion” blurs the distinctions, erases the 
objectivity of the whole thing and 
makes religion an existential exper- 
ience of relationships. 


THE EVANGELICAL VIEW 


It isn’t easy for the evangelically 
minded Presbyterian to keep a clear 
head amid all the confusion of modern 
theology: However, the following con- 
victions, unshakably held, will help. 
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1. God is a Person. He did reveal 
Himself. He has spoken in words 
that could be understood. He 
does not reveal Himself today as 
He did to Abraham, Samuel, 
Paul. 


2, The Bible is more than a testi- 
mony. It is God’s actual revela- 
tion of Himself, His Word, re- 
cording both what God has done 
and what He said, and given to 
men by the special inspiration of 
the Holy Spirit. Men today are 
not inspired as those men were. 


3. The Church is a select (elect) 
group of people called out of the 
world and redeemed by the blood 
of Christ. It has a mission to the 
rest of the people who are neither 
of the Church nor in the Church 
who will be eternally lost unless 
they meet Him. . . now. 


* * & & 
Reprints of this article are available 


from the Weaverville office: 35c doz., 
$2.50 per 100 postpaid. 





‘WALTZ’—from p. 11 


picture. In keeping with this mood 
one might compose an anthem on the 
parable of the Sheep and Goats set 
to the music of “High Noon,” which 
told the story of a frontier marshal 
meeting his own date with destiny. 


We are not charging anyone with a 
deliberate effort to subvert young peo- 
ple. This sort of thing simply indi- 
cates that a lack of discrimination 
characterizes much Church leadership 
today. Too many leaders of youth do 
not recognize the harm implicit in 
many religious movements, much re- 
ligious writing. 

For instance, the editor of “Thy 
Will My Will,” on the next-to-the-last 
page of this same issue, waxes almost 
lyrical about a new book she wants 
the young people to read: The Mean- 
ing of Christ, by Robert Clyde John- 
son, one of Westminster Press’ vol- 


umes in the “Layman’s Theological 
Library.” 


We are familiar with this book. It 
is beautifully written. It speaks pas- 
sionately of Christ as “God of God,” 
“Very God of Very God.” But it has 
no doctrine of the Virgin Birth (the 
birth of Christ isn’t even mentioned 
in the whole book). It has no doc- 
trine of the Résurrection (the “highest 
moment of meaning and triumph” in 
the life of Jesus was the crucifixion) 


except as the God who was in Jesus 
returned to be with the disciples after 
the cross. 


Jesus is said to be wholly human — 
a carpenter who became possessed of 
the Spirit of God, under which He 
had a short ministry leading to a 
shameful death. It is said to be a 
heresy that “sometimes we worship 
Jesus as though He were God.” It is 
just as bad that we assign Him “some 
kind of clairvoyance or omniscience” 
that would have let Him know ahead 
of time that He would be crucified, 
or that the world was round. By 
“Very God of Very God” is meant that 
in Him was the “essence” of God, in 
other words, “the very holy love which 
God is.” 


This interpretation, typical of the 
modern mood, uses the traditional lan- 
guage, but apparently thinks that “God 
was in Christ” suggests a “possession” 
of the sort suggested by the demon- 
possession of the Gadarene demoniac, 
who was distinct from the spirit pos- 
sessing him. 


We have no intention of letting our 
own teen-agers read this book. We 
are praying that they will be part of 
the solution and not of the problem 
today. 


Anyone reading this. comment, who 
wants to be part of the solution and 
not of the problem, is invited to bestir 
himself. For one thing it is time 
to write another letter expressing your 
views of unproven novelty in the 
Church. These editors and writers 
may not be discriminating, but they 
do know when something is new. For 
another thing it is time for Sessions 
and Presbyteries to develop more 
critical eyes. There will be improve- 
ments in the Church only as those 
who teach the Church are a part of 
the solution and not the problem. 





LAYMAN—from p. 11 


that we can cry “Lord, Lord” and 
be heard for our much speaking. Nor 
is it enough to will to be good, turning 
over a new leaf and expecting to keep 
a swept and garnished house for our 
own self righteousness, for into such 
houses the devils return in increased 
numbers and greater fury. 


Only Christ can make this threefold 
surrender a reality, and for those who 
make it He becomes not only the Re- 
deemer of our souls but also the Lord 
of our lives. 


Heart, Mind and Will . . . All Three! 


Pore 





...1t behooves 


every Christian ; lb 


&% 


to aid the faith 
by understanding 


and defending it . ' 


Martin Luther 


Our Presbyterian literature can 
help the members of your church 
understand, defend, and live the 


Christian faith. 


BOARD OF CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 


PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH, U.S. 
BOX 1176, RICHMOND 9, VIRGINIA 
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Rev. and Mrs. Paul G. Settle 
THE CONQUEST OF THE PROMISED LAND 
7. The Scarlet Cord 
DO YOU KNOW—How Rahab came to have faith in God? 
LOOK UP in your Bible: Joshua 2:9-11. 


WHAT DOES EACH VERSE SAY about how Rahab came to 
believe in God? 


THING TO REMEMBER: We are saved by faith in Jesus 
Christ. John 3:16; Romans 10:9-10; I Peter 1:18-19; 
I John 1:7. 






































x * * * 
SPIES ENTER JERICHO. Joshua 2:1-10 


(Circle the letter under TRUE if the statement is true; 
circle the letter under FALSE if it is not true.) 


TRUE FALSE 
Joshua sent two spies to Jericho. B A 
The two spies went to Rahab’s house. E I 
Someone told the king of Jericho. L P 
Rahab told the soldiers where the spies were. A ] 
Rahab hid the spies inside her house. T E 
Rahab knew God gave this land to Israel. V R 
The people of Jericho were afraid. E “A 


RAHAB HELPS THE SPIES ESCAPE. Joshua ‘2: 11-21 


Rahab asked the spies to save her family. A H 
Rahab let the spies down on a ladder. A N 
A scarlet thread must be in the window. D E 
Rahab’s family was to hide behind the wall. N B 
All who were in her house would be saved. E O 
Rahab did as the spies said. S W 
THE SPIES RETURN TO JOSHUA. Joshua. 2: 22-24 
The spies went to the sea. I A 
The soldiers stopped hunting them. V H 
The spies gave Joshua a complete report. E U 
The spies doubted that God could help them. S D 


(Now copy in order all the letters you have circled.) 


* * * * 


DO YOU KNOW YOUR BIBLE? How many crucifixions 
are mentioned in the Bible? (Answer next week.) 


(Adapted from “The Conquest of the Promised Land,’’ Copy- 
right 1959 by The Sunday School House, Glendale, Calif.) 
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CHRIST AND SELFHOOD, by 
Wayne E. Oates. Association Press, 
New York. 252 pp. $4.50. 


The point at which philosophy, psy- 
chology and theology have been con- 
verging for the past 30 years or so 
has been the re-discovery of the self, 
In this book, Dr. Oates, Professor of 
Psychology and Religion at Southern 
Baptist Theological Seminary, under- 
stands the three Persons of the Trin- 
ity as each having a part in the ma- 
turing process whereby the highest 
and most helpful selfhood comes to 
focus in Christ. 


Christ rejected false roles in life. 
“The incarnation reconciles the alien- 
ated and estranged man and brings 
an acceptance that enables and em- 
powers him to accept himself.” When 
the soul in conflict encounters the Liv- 
ing Christ in faith a new creature is 
brought into existence which has con- 
tinuity with the old but is radically 
different. 


The theme is essentially and admit- 
tedly consonant with “Spiritus Cre- 
ator,” by Reign Prenter, who said, 
“Inner conflict may be said to be the 
battleground where the decisive final 
struggle between the law and the Gos- 
pel, death and life, Satan and the 
Holy Spirit is fought. Therefore, the 
place where we may learn to know 
the Holy Spirit is in the school of 
inner conflict.” 


Dr. Oates draws heavily on the 
work of Perls, Hefferline and Good- 
man in the realm of psychotherapy 
to trace the development and crises of 
conflict through therapy to self-un- 
derstanding. He then thinks of this 
process as essentially the work of the 
Holy Spirit. Terms, however, in the 
scientific literature are supposed to 
have precise meanings. Employed in 
the often vague concepts of Dr. Oates 
they can mean almost anything. 


Unfortunately, many fundamental 
Christians would agree with many lib- 
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erals in pastoral theology that all un- 
conscious conflicts, hatreds and mis- 
understandings evaporate through the 
processes of conversion and sanctifi- 
cation. This is the trap to be avoided. 
Medicine, depth therapy and Chris- 
tianity can work in partnership only 
when the distinctive roles of each are 
clear-cut though the boundaries over- 
lap. Modern pastoral theology suf- 
fers from a lack of discipline in the 
field of precise experimental science, 
and in an attempt to re-define salva- 
tion has weakened in numerous areas 
the basic contributions of both science 
and religion. 


Dr. Oates is a sensitive disciple with 
a rich knowledge of Scripture and a 
deeply-moving faith. He cannot, how- 
ever, seem to come down out of the 
stratosphere. 


—(Rev.) Robert James St. Clair 
Akron, Ohio 





EXPOUNDING GOD’S WORD, by 
Alan M. Stibbs. Eerdmans Pub. Co., 
Grand Rapids. 112 pp. $1.25. 


This volume is a plea for ministers 
and lay-preachers to expound the Word 
of God to a needy world. The author 
gives testimony to the blessing Bibli- 
cal exposition has been in his own life. 


The preacher is challenged to be- 
ecme God’s steward of the Word. Then 
he is given examples of how he can 
expound Scripture passages. 


The need for authority is stressed: 
“No-one will expound the Bible as a 
Christian preacher and teacher ought, 
unless he is primarily moved to it by 
a compelling sense of the supreme 
God-given authority of the Old Testa- 
ment and New Testament Scriptures.” 


The author suggests that there are 
three types of Biblical subject matter: 
1. the narrative, 2. short significant 
statements, and 3. longer or literary 
passages. He then gives examples of 
these. 


This is a fine book, true to the Word 
of God. 


—(Rev.) Robert C. Duhs 
Vicksburg, Miss. 





OUT OF THE EARTH, by E. M. 
Blaiklock. Eerdmans, Grand Rapids. 
1961. 92 pp. $2.00. 


This little book by the Professor of 
Classics, University of Auckland, N. 
Z., throws helpful light on New Testa- 


ment times. The problem of the date 
of the birth of Christ is well handled. 
There is a timely discussion of newly 
discovered “sayings” of Jesus. Luke’s 
accuracy as a historian is vigorously 
defended. An introduction to the fas- 
cinating subject of the abundant 
papyri materials is given. 


—Robert Strong, S.T.D. 
Montgomery, Ala. 





THE GOSPEL ACCORDING TO 
ST. JOHN, 11-21; and THE FIRST 
EPISTLE OF JOHN, by John Calvin. 
Trans. by T. H. L. Parker. Eerdman, 
Grand Rapids, 1961. 327 pp. $4.50. 


This is another volume in a modern 
translation of Calvin’s New Testament 
Commentaries edited by D. W. and 
T. F. Torrance. An enthusiastic re- 
view of Part One of the present work 


appeared earlier in this column. While 
Calvin did not ignore critical prob- 
lems in his commentaries, his treat- 
ment is primarily devotional and 
exegetical. Hence they are always 
rich and suggestive to those who teach 
and preach. Indeed, they are usually 
always quoted or referred to in mod- 
ern evangelical commentaries. 


The fact is many preachers, regard- 
less of denomination, who are fortu- 
nate enough to own all of Calvin’s 
commentaries, feel that they have not 
adequately prepared a message until 
they have at least consulted Calvin on 
the relevant text. Now that the new 
version is being published, perhaps 
others than scholars and theologians 
will be attracted to read in the works 
of this master Bible expositor. 


—/(Rev.) Albert H. Freundt, Jr. 
Forest, Mississippi. 











* 


* SPARKS ON THE 


Morton D. Prouty, Jr. In form and content, 
these poems reflect the vigorous beauty of life, 
nature, and the ways of God. Prouty’s thoughts 
radiate with warm imagery, and range from 
ordinary things to the deeper mysteries of the 
universe. Sparks on the Wind will kindle fires 
of joy and renewed courage. 


$2.00 





es 


MOMENTS OF ETERNITY 


>K Berry W. STOFFEL. Warm and moving poems about God, 
* home, children, nature—all the common, yet vital, things of 
life that every heart feels and shares. Brief, timeless poems, 


beautifully expressed. 
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$1.50 


ANGELS IN PINAFORES 
HEAVEN IN MY HAND 


' Atice Lee HumMpureys. Written by an 
understanding first-grade teacher, these 
two books are sheer delight to read. Miss 
+ Humphreys’ youngsters will capture every 
adult heart with their innocence, bound- 
less imagination, and disarming frank- 
ness. Attractive gift books with floral 
cover design—for those who like children. 


Each, $2.25 









































































MINISTERS 


Oscar E. Sanden, for ten years 
minister of the Warrendale church, 
St. Paul, Minn., will enter the full- 
time evangelistic ministry, begin- 
ning Jan. 1. 

C. Linwood Cheshire. Baton Rouge, 
La., has been called to become ex- 
ecutive secretary of Orange Pres- 
bytery, replacing R. H. Stone, who 
is retiring. 

David R. Holt, II, from Martins- 
burg, W. Va. to the First Church, 
Waynesboro, Va. 


G. L. Brown (H.R.) from Swoope, 
Va., to Sunnyside, Harrisonburg, 
Va. 

Roy R. Myers, Jr., from West 
Point, Miss., to Ozark, Ala. 

S. B. Hoyt (H.R.) from Pulaski, 
Va., to Montreat, N. C. 


William Barnes, from Hagerstown, 
Md., to Seigle Avenue church, 
Charlotte, N. C., as assistant min- 
ister. 

Charles E. Sutton, Jr., Madison 
Heights, Va., has been called to 
become pastor of the McGee 
church, Route 5, Charlotte, N. C. 
E. Hubert Morris, Covington, Va., 
to the Tabb Street church, Peters- 
burg, Va. 


J. W. Bryson, Lake Charles. La., 
to the First Church, Bossier City, 
La. 

Joseph W. Conyers, Jr., from Ha- 
vana, Fla., to Largo, Fla., where 
he will lead in the organization 
of a new church at Cross Bayou. 


Hugh D. Bowers, from Atlanta, Ga., 
to Powell’s Valley church, Big 
Stone Gap, Va. 

Charles M. Murray, Fayetteville, 
N. C., has joined the faculty of 
Lees-McRae College, Banner Elk, 
N. C. 

Boyd B. Underwood, from St. Joe, 
Fla., to Fairhope, Ala. 

Sammy R. Shrum, Jonesville, La., 
to the Trinity Church, Texarkana, 
Texas. 

Jack W. Powell, Brownsville, Tex- 
as, to the New Iberia, La., church. 


Stewart W. Yandle, Charlotte, N. 
C., to the Lakeview church, New 
Orleans. 


ELDERS 


The Session of the Carthage, Miss., 
church has memorialized one of its 
members, Frank M. Smith, who 
died Sept. 7, 1961. 

Jule Spach, missionary to Brazil 
and member of First Church, Wins- 
ton-Salem, N. C., has been elected 
Elder-at-large, by amendment to 
the Term Service Plan of elders 
in that congregation. 





LETTERS 
COMMUNIST MENACE GROWS 


The record in Katanga in recent 
weeks is a clear example of how the 
Reds take control while the U. S. pays 
the costs! The assault upon Katanga, 
the only pro-Western, anti-Commu- 
nist, orderly province was brutal and 
indefensible . . . Some of our min- 
isters urge the admittance of Red 
China into the U.N. ... Rep. Walter 
recently said, “Red China has become 
the world’s biggest dope peddler. The 
distribution and sale of opium, mor- 
phine and heroin is close to being a 
Red monopoly. Peiping now has an 
estimated income of $1 billion annually 
from trade in narcotics.” And Sen. 
Dodd said, “The presence of the Com- 
munists in the United Nations has done 
nothing to reform them. But it has ef- 
fectively sabotaged the U. N.... It 
seems to me that our ministers should 
be in the forefront of battle waging 
a war for faith in God and loyalty 
to one’s country. The best guaran- 
tee of religious freedom is our coun- 
try’s freedom. 


—Mrs. L. B. Fox 
Signal Mt., Tenn. 
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EQUALIZATION FIGURES 


In one of your past issues you stat- 
ed the figures that were taken from 
World Missions and from the Joy Gift 
and devoted to other causes through 
equalization. I do not have that issue 
and cannot remember the ‘amounts. 


I, for one, can see no justification 
for this practice and I am sure that 
I speak for large numbers in the 
Presbyterian Church, US ... If my 


church or I made a contribution to 
the World Missions Board in Nash- 
ville, would the Board have to report 
that gift back to a central headquar- 
ters of some kind? In other words, 
is there any way to get around the 
raid on these funds? 


—Edmund Schaefer, Jr, 
Lynchburg, Va. 


* * * x 


This whole matter is discussed in an 
issue Mr. Schaefer has just received: 
October 11. The figures for 1960, 
taken from the first of Mr. Keyes’ 
articles on Equalization (April 12, 
1961) were: $191,850 from World 
Missions and $29,705 from Annuities 
and Relief, paid into the Equalization 
Fund. Mr. Keyes’ latest article shows 
how many thousands of dollars more 
are “equalized” by presbyteries and 
synods before the money is sent off to 
the Boards to be “equalized” again. 
—Ed. 





THIS AND THAT 


I depend on the Journal as a re- 
porter of religious affairs, written by 
men who can see truth clearly through 
the grace of Christ and inward dwell- 
ing of the Holy Spirit; faithful always 
to the revealed Word of God as found 
in all of the Bible. I depend on, and 
therefore support, the Journal with 
prayer and otherwise. 


—(Dr.) Lynn Ogden 
Montgomery, Ala. 





Wouldn’t miss the Journal for any- 
thing. Not only does it keep me 
abreast of significant ecclesiastical 
and doctrinal trends, but this past year 
it helped me to make contact with a 
friend of thirty years ago .. . I have 
never found a church paper that has 
helped me in as many ways as the 
Journal. 


—(Rev.) Robert F. Paxton, Jr. 
Norfolk, Va. 





Controlled depravity is not inno- 


cence. — BURKE. 





OLD BIBLES REBOUND 


A price, binding and style to meet every 
need. ity workmanship guaranteed. 
Write for illustrated price folder. 


“Internationally known specialists” 


NORRIS BOOKBINDING CO. 


118 No. Stone Ave. 








Greenwood, Miss. 
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